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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, SY, LE 

SUBJECT: AUGUST 30 SYRIAN MEDIA REPORT ARRIVAL OP DR. 

KHULI TO DISCUSS AL PEACE PLAN 

1 . MEDIA REPORTED ARRIVAL PREVIOUS DAY OF AL MEDIATOR 
DR. KHULI, ACCOMPANIED BY ASF COMMANDER GHUNAYM. KHULI 
STATED HE IN DAMASCUS TO EXCHANGE VIEWS AND PROPOSALS 
FOR TERMINATING CLASHES IN LEBANON WHERE HE CLAIMED SITUA- 
TION IMPROVING DUE TO END OP RANDOM SHELLING, PROXIMITY 
OF SARKIS' ASSUMPTION OF POWER AND HOPES FOR ARAB SUMMIT. 
HE ESTIMATED LEBANON HAS SUFPERED 40,000 CASUALTIES IN 
YEAR-AND-A-HALF OF FIGHTING. HE MET WITH KHADDAM AUG 29 
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AT NOON, AND ACCORDING TO TISHRIIN-WHICH CAPTIONED ITS 
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REPORT, "KHULI DECLARES ALL LEBANESE PARTIES HAVE CON- 
SENTED TO AL PEACE PROPOSAL’'-KHULI POSTPONED HIS TRIP 
TO CAIRO TO MEET AGAIN WITH KHADDAM LAST EVENING. 

2. KHADDAM, AE COMMANDER NAJI JAMIL AND COS HIKMAT SHIHABI 
YESTERDAY MORNING RECEIVED IMAM MUSA SADR TO REVIEW EEEORTS 
TO SETTLE LEBANESE CRISIS. TALKS REPORTEDLY EOCUSED ON 
PLANS TO RETURN EVACUEES OE NABAA TO THEIR HOMES. EIRST 
CONVOY OE EVACUEES SCHEDULED TO DEPART BAALBEK EOR NABAA 
TODAY EOLLOWING POSTPONEMENT FROM AUG. 28. 

3. PRESS REPORTED RELATIVE CALMNESS IN BEIRUT PREVIOUS 
DAY, WITH EXCEPTION OP EXPLOSIONS IN COMMERCIAL DISTRICT 
AND SOME KIDNAPPING INCIDENTS NEAR MUSEUM. DEATH TOLL 
EOR AUG. 28 LISTED IN PRESS AT 62. MEDIA REPORTED 
CONSULTATIONS YESTERDAY, SPOTLIGHTING BILATERAL PLO- 
PHALANGE CONTACTS TO CONPIRM THEIR ACCEPTANCE OF AL PEACE 
PLAN AND TO INTRODUCE AMENDMENTS TO MAKE PLAN MORE PERMANENT 
AND EPPECTIVE. ACCORDING TO PRESS REPOTTS, THEY HAVE AGREED 

ON BASIC ISSUE OP DECLARING COMPLETE HALT TO LIGHTING IN 
LEBANON. "DECLARATION OP THIS AGREEMENT WILL FOLLOW 
MEETING IN WHICH REPRESENTATIVES OP ALL PARTIES WILL 
PARTICIPATE. DATE OP THIS MEETING HAS NOT YET BEEN 
PIXED." 

4. MEDIA CONTINUED TO PREPARE PUBLIC EOR ARRIVAL OF SARKIS 
MORNING OF AUG. 31 AT INVITATION OF PRESIDENT ASAD. 

5. PRESS REPORTED SECGEN RIAD RECEIVED MESSAGE PROM PLO 
REQUESTING PROMPT CONVENING OP ARAB SUMMIT. RIAD REPORTEDLY 
CALLED PONMINS MEETING SEPT. 1 TO FIX DATE AND PLACE 

OP SUMMIT. RIAD CLAIMED LEBANESE SITUATION HAD DETERIORATED 
TO INTOLERABLE LEVEL. ACCORDING TO PRESS, HE EXPRESSED 
NO PREFERENCE CONCERNING LIMITED OR EXPANDED ATTENDANCE 
AT SUMMIT. (HE ESTIMATED 30,000 HAD BEEN KILLED OVER 
DURATION OP CIVIL WAR.) 

6. IN SPEECH DELIVERED AT NAVY DAY CELEBRATIONS HELD IN 
LATAKIA, DEPMIN TLAS CRITICIZED ROLE PLAYED BY EGYPT 
AND IRAQ IN LEBANON AND SLASHED AT EGYPT EOR SIGNING 
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SINAI ACCORD. 

7. AL-BAATH COLUMNIST OPINED SARKIS VISIT WOULD BE "OF 
EXTREME IMPORTANCE TO SYRIA." WRITER PROFESSED TO BE 
ENCOURAGED BY POSITIVE SIGNS OF RELATIVE CALMNESS IN 
BEIRUT, INTENSIFIED POLITICAL CONTACTS AND HOPE THAT ALL 
PARTIES WOULD AGREE TO AL PEACE PLAN. HE CRITICIZED 
EEEORTS BY OUTSIDE FORCES TO UNDERMINE LEBANESE SETTLEMENT, 
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PARTICULARLY EGYPT, "WHICH IS ACTING JOINTLY WITH ENEMIES 
OE ARAB NATION TO SABOTAGE EVERYTHING IN INTEREST OE 
ARAB STRUGGLE." 

8. COMMENT: SYRIAN MEDIA HAS SWITCHED GEARS AND IS STRIVING 
TO CREATE IMPRESSION OE MOVEMENT TOWARD SETTLEMENT OE 
LEBANESE CRISIS IN CONJUNCTION WITH UPCOMING SARKIS 
VISIT. RELATIVE CALMNESS PREVAILING IN BEIRUT, RETURN 
OE NABAA EVACUEES AND PROGRESS IN TALKS BETWEEN PLO AND 
PHALANGE CITED AS ENCOURAGING SIGNS THAT REVERSAL OF 
STEADY DETERIORATION IN LEBANESE SITUATION MAY BE NEAR. 

MURPHY 
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